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2025 Accomplishments

• Completed the Historic Context Survey made possible by a 
$25,000 grant from History Colorado, which laid the 
groundwork for future preservation efforts

• Applied for and received a $2500 grant from History 
Colorado for marketing efforts related to historic designation

• Collaborated with the PCDC and EVC to support 
preservation-based strategies for downtown Lyons



2026 Goals

• Design and distribute marketing collateral for local 
designation launch; host a community event with History 
Colorado for Q&A in April 2026

• Finalize recommendations for preservation-based strategies 
in downtown Lyons

• Apply for a no-match $25,000 grant with History 
Colorado to conduct intensive level surveys on 20-22 
downtown commercial properties



Request to the Board

The HPC would like to apply for a no-match 
$25,000 grant with History Colorado to conduct 
intensive level surveys on 20-22 downtown 
commercial properties.



We Can’t Preserve What We Don’t 
Understand
• Property demolition and renovation decisions currently rely 

heavily on subjective opinions.

• Lyons has no comprehensive data on which downtown 
buildings are architecturally or historically significant.

• We risk losing buildings tied to our unique identity—without 
knowing their value until it’s too late.

• Preservation starts with knowledge.



What This Grant Will Do

Give us objective architectural and historical 
documentation for 20–22 downtown properties 
that would include:

● Unique or rare architectural features.
● Previously unknown past uses or significant 

owners.
● Which buildings are eligible for designation 

or grant incentives.

Helps inform decisions on demo permits, infill projects, and 
renovation proposals.



Why This Matters for Lyons Now

• Supports our CLG status with History Colorado - key to 
future grants and resources.

• Enables Lyons to adopt more objective criteria for 
demolition/infill review.

• Aligns with Lyons Thrive Plan goals: protects small-town 
character and economic vitality.

• No-match grant = $25,000 in funding without drawing on 
town budget.



Closing Request

The HPC is requesting approval from the Board of Trustees to apply for a $25,000 
CLG General Grant through History Colorado on or before February 20, 2026.

Thank you for your consideration!


