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_ X      INFORMATION

                                                                                                                                                                

I. REQUEST OR ISSUE:  Staff requests that the BOT review the attached information regarding 
noise ordinances in other municipalities when considering noise ordinances in the Town of 
Lyons.

No specific recommendations or changes are being suggested at this time.

II. PROJECT HISTORY: Noise ordinances in the Town of Lyons are currently being discussed so
that noise expectations will be clearer and more aligned with town goals moving forward. The 
Town of Lyons currently has some codes regarding noise (see below), but many other 
municipalities have decibel limits, permitting processes for exceptions, or more specific 
guidance for residents as to what is considered a violation of the noise ordinance.

a. Some examples of sections other municipalities include or have more detailed 
sections for are:

i. Exemptions: church bells, school bells, etc.
ii. Noise from public events, school events, permitted events, etc.
iii. Noise restrictions for construction or hours for construction, also often higher 

decibel limits at times for these types of noises
iv. Noise restrictions and times for resident use of power tools, mowers, leaf 

blowers, etc.
v. Decibel limits based on noise receiving district (residential, commercial, 

industrial)
vi.  Permitting process for exceptions
vii. See the Excel sheet titled Noise Ordinance (Different municipalities) for a 

comparison on hours, days, decibels, general rules, exemptions, etc.
viii. See the PowerPoint presentation titled Noise Ordinance to view a 

comparison of decibel charts for different municipalities, often sorted by 
time, dates, and zone

b. With Lyons' status as a community that values the arts, including live music, it 
seems there should be clear rules for how community members can comply with 



the Town code or perhaps where the Town code should more closely align with 
community members’ goals.

Lyons Municipal Code:

Article 11 - Noise

Sec. 10-11-10. – Unreasonable noise.

a) I t   i s   u n l a w f u l   t o   i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,   k n o w i n g l y   o r   r e c k l e s s l y   m a k e ,   p e r m i t   o r   a s s i s t   a n o t h e r   t o   
m a k e   u n r e a s o n a b l e   n o i s e   i n   a   p u b l i c   p l a c e   o r   n e a r   a   p r i v a t e   r e s i d e n c e   t h a t   t h e   p e r s o n   
h a s   n o   r i g h t   t o   o c c u p y ,   w h i c h ,   u n d e r   a l l   o f   t h e   c i r c u m s t a n c e s   p r e s e n t e d ,   w o u l d   c a u s e   a 
p e r s o n   o f   o r d i n a r y   s e n s i t i v i t i e s   s i g n i f i c a n t   a n n o y a n c e   a n d   i r r i t a t i o n . 

b) T h e   f o l l o w i n g   n o i s e s   a n d   c i r c u m s t a n c e s   s h a l l   b e   d e e m e d   a s   p r i m a   f a c i e   u n r e a s o n a b l e   
i n   t h e   c o n t e x t ,   h o w e v e r ,   o f   t h e   a b o v e   s t a n d a r d s : 

1) E l e c t r i c a l l y   a m p l i f i e d   s o u n d   a u d i b l e   t w e n t y - f i v e   ( 2 5 )   f e e t   f r o m   t h e   s o u r c e   o f   s a i d 
s o u n d   o r   w i t h i n   a   p r i v a t e   r e s i d e n c e   t h a t   t h e   p e r s o n   h a s   n o   r i g h t   t o   o c c u p y . 

2) N o n l i c e n s e d   m o t o r   v e h i c l e   g a s o l i n e   e n g i n e s ,   n o n v e h i c u l a r   g a s o l i n e   e n g i n e s   
a n d   e l e c t r i c   t o o l s   o p e r a t e d   b e t w e e n   1 0 : 0 0   p . m .   a n d   8 : 0 0   a . m .   a n d   a u d i b l e   
t w e n t y - f i v e   ( 2 5 )   f e e t   f r o m   t h e   s o u r c e   o f   t h e   s o u n d   o r   w i t h i n   a   p r i v a t e   r e s i d e n c e   
t h a t   t h e   p e r s o n   r e s p o n s i b l e   f o r   t h e   s o u n d   h a s   n o   r i g h t   t o   o c c u p y . 

3) R e p a i r   o r   a d j u s t m e n t   o f   a   m o t o r   v e h i c l e   b e t w e e n   1 0 : 0 0   p . m .   a n d   8 : 0 0   a . m .   
w h i c h   i s   a u d i b l e   t w e n t y - f i v e   ( 2 5 )   f e e t   f r o m   t h e   s o u r c e   o f   t h e   s o u n d   o r   w i t h i n   a   
p r i v a t e   r e s i d e n c e   t h a t   t h e   p e r s o n   r e s p o n s i b l e   f o r   t h e   s o u n d   h a s   n o   r i g h t   t o   
o c c u p y . 

4) A   g a t h e r i n g   o f   p e r s o n s   e n g a g e d   i n   l o u d   a n d   c o n t i n u i n g   a c t i v i t i e s   c o n t i n u i n g   f o r   
a   m i n i m u m   o f   f i f t e e n   ( 1 5 )   m i n u t e s   b e t w e e n   1 0 : 0 0   p . m .   a n d   8 : 0 0   a . m .   a n d   
a u d i b l e   t w e n t y - f i v e   ( 2 5 )   f e e t   f r o m   t h e   s o u r c e   o f   t h e   s o u n d   o r   w i t h i n   a   p r i v a t e   
r e s i d e n c e   t h a t   t h e   p e r s o n   r e s p o n s i b l e   f o r   t h e   s o u n d   h a s   n o   r i g h t   t o   o c c u p y . 

c) T h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   t h i s   S e c t i o n   s h a l l   n o t   a p p l y   t o : 
1) N o i s e   g e n e r a t e d   d u r i n g   a   T o w n - s a n c t i o n e d   e v e n t ,   t o   i n c l u d e ,   b u t   n o t   b e   l i m i t e d   

t o ,   G o o d   O l d   D a y s . 
2) N o i s e   f r o m   e m e r g e n c y   s i g n a l i n g   d e v i c e s . 
3) N o i s e   g e n e r a t e d   b y   t o o l s   o r   e q u i p m e n t   d u r i n g   e m e r g e n c y   o p e r a t i o n s   o r   

a c t i v i t i e s   t h a t   a r e   r e a s o n a b l y   n e c e s s a r y   f o r   t h e   p u b l i c   h e a l t h ,   s a f e t y   o r   w e l f a r e . 

( P r i o r   c o d e   4 - 5 - 2 2 ;   O r d .   9 5 6   §   1 ,   2 0 1 4 ) 

Sec. 10-11-20. - Use of loudspeakers.

I t   s h a l l   b e   u n l a w f u l   f o r   a n y   p e r s o n   t o   u s e   a n y   r a d i o ,   l o u d s p e a k e r ,   m u s i c a l   i n s t r u m e n t   o r 
a n y   n o i s e   - m a k i n g   g r o u p   o r   d e v i c e   w i t h i n   t h e   T o w n   f o r   t h e   p u r p o s e   o f   v e n d i n g ,   
a d v e r t i s i n g   o r   s o l i c i t i n g   t h e   s a l e   o f   a n y   m e r c h a n d i s e   o r   t i c k e t s   o f   a d m i s s i o n   t o   a n y   
s h o w   o r   e v e n t   o r   f o r   t h e   p u r p o s e   o f   a t t r a c t i n g   a t t e n t i o n   t o   a n y   s i g n s   o r   e x h i b i t s   w h i c h   
a r e   d i s p l a y e d   i n   c o n n e c t i o n   t h e r e w i t h . 

( P r i o r   c o d e   4 - 9 - 4 ;   O r d .   9 5 6   §   1 ,   2 0 1 4 ) 

Sec. 10-11-30. - Dynamic braking systems.

a) I t   s h a l l   b e   u n l a w f u l   f o r   a n y   p e r s o n   t o   e n g a g e ,   a c t i v a t e   o r   o t h e r w i s e   u s e   a   d y n a m i c   
b r a k i n g   s y s t e m   i n   t h e   o p e r a t i o n   o f   a   m o t o r   v e h i c l e   w i t h i n   t h e   T o w n . 



b) A s   u s e d   i n   t h i s   S e c t i o n ,   t h e   t e r m   d y n a m i c   b r a k i n g   s y s t e m   m e a n s   a   d e v i c e   u s e d   i n   t h e   
c o n v e r s i o n   o f   t h e   m o t o r   f r o m   a n   i n t e r n a l   c o m b u s t i o n   e n g i n e   t o   a n   a i r   c o m p r e s s o r   f o r   
t h e   p u r p o s e   o f   b r a k i n g   w i t h o u t   t h e   u s e   o f   w h e e l   b r a k e s   o r   a s   a   m e a n s   o f   a s s i s t i n g   t h e   
o p e r a t i o n   o r   e f f i c i e n c y   o f   w h e e l   b r a k e s . 

( P r i o r   c o d e   4 - 5 - 1 6 ;   O r d .   9 5 6   §   1 ,   2 0 1 4 ) 

III. RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER PLANS: Noise is mentioned three times in the Lyons Thrive 
Comprehensive Plan including the following:

a. Destination entertainment: Uses should be easily accessible from the highway, well-
connected with trails and bicycle paths, and adequately buffered from residential 
areas to mitigate noise and other impacts (Page 76).

b. Strategy NE-2e: Establish a process to identify and address noise and/or light 
pollution sources. Lead: Staff, Partners: SFC (Page 139).

c. Emerging Technologies: Electric Vehicle (EV) technology continues to advance at a
rapid pace… This technology's primary advantage at the town level is the reduction 
in vehicle emissions and noise pollution (Page 181).

IV. RECOMMENDED ACTION / NEXT STEPS: Staff recommend that the BOT review the 
attached documents and recommend to what extent Lyons would like to consider changing the 
noise ordinance. Options include adding decibel limits, construction times, permitting 
processes, changing the distance from noise requirements, etc. 

V. FISCAL IMPACTS: None. The town could incur fiscal impacts if it decides to increase 
monitoring or response to noise complaints.

VI. LEGAL ISSUES: All Legal Analyses will be reviewed and considered during this application's 
review process.

VII. CONFLICTS OR ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES: Reducing noise pollution could help protect 
some animals.

VIII.  SUMMARY AND ALTERNATIVES: The BOT could advise on which areas related to noise 
pollution Lyons should focus on or add to the municipal code.




